
The$slides$for$this$pre.applica1on$webinar$provide$informa1on$about$RFA.CA.15.014:$
“Research$Centers$for$Cancer$Systems$Biology$Consor1um$(U54)”.$
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The$Integra1ve$Cancer$Biology$Program$(expired$RFA.04.013$&$expired$RFA.09.011)$
encouraged$the$applica1on$of$systems$biology$approaches$to$cancer$research$from$
2005.2015.$The$Cancer$Systems$Biology$Consor1um$con1nues$NCI’s$broad$support$
for$cancer$systems$biology.$
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The$Cancer$Systems$Biology$Consor1um$(CSBC)$will$be$made$up$of$new$U54$Research$
Centers,$one$new$U24$Coordina1ng$Center,$and$several$new$and$con1nuing$ICBP$U01$
Research$Projects.$Importantly,$the$CSBC$will$share$the$U24$Coordina1ng$Center$with$
the$Physical$Science.Oncology$Network,$a$similarly$sized$network$of$inves1gators$
employing$physical$science$approaches$to$cancer$research.$For$more$informa1on$
about$the$U24$Coordina1ng$Center,$please$see$RFA.CA.15.015.$For$more$informa1on$
about$the$Physical$Science.Oncology$Network$(PS.ON),$please$see$physics.cancer.gov.$
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The$contact$PD/PI$for$the$CSBC$U54$Research$Center$must$be$an$expert$in$cancer$
systems$biology.$Exper1se$should$be$established$through$demonstra1on$of$
substan1al$contribu1ons$(publica1ons,$etc)$to$the$field.$Inves1gators$with$a$wide.
range$of$formal$training$may$sa1sfy$this$requirement$(i.e.$cancer$biology,$
engineering,$computer$science).$If$exper1se$in$cancer$systems$biology$cannot$be$
demonstrated,$it$is$required$that$the$leadership$team$also$include$a$PD/PI$or$other$
senior$inves1gator$with$exper1se$in$cancer$research.$
$
Note:$For$applica1ons$with$a$single$PD/PI,$the$minimum$effort$commitment$is$2.4$
person.months$per$year.$For$applica1ons$with$mul1ple$(2$or$more)$PD(s)/PI(s),$the$
minimum$effort$commitment$is$1.2$person.months$per$year$per$PD/PI.$
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Each$U54$Research$Center$will$be$organized$around$one$central$research$theme$with$
each$Research$Project$and$Core$(Shared$Resource$or$Outreach)$contribu1ng$directly$
towards$advancement$of$that$theme.$The$FOA$invites$a$broad$range$of$research$
themes$addressing$an$important$problem$in$cancer$research.$
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Please$note:$Page$limits$for$Research$Projects$and$Cores$are$on$a$per$project/core$
basis.$For$example,$an$applica1on$with$two$proposed$Research$Projects$may$submit$
one$12$page$Research$Strategy$per$project.$NIH’s$web.based$service$for$the$
prepara1on$and$submission$of$grant$applica1ons,$ASISST,$must$be$u1lized$for$this$
FOA.$$
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The$Research$Strategy$sec1on$of$the$Overall$Component$should$follow$the$standard$
format$as$required$in$the$SF424$(R&R)$Applica1on$Guide$(PHS$398$Research$Plan$
Form).$Addi1onally,$the$FOA$asks$applicants$to$specifically$address$these$bulleted$
points$within$the$Research$Plan$of$the$Overall$component.$
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The$FOA$asks$applicants$to$specifically$address$these$bulleted$points$within$the$
Research$Plan$of$the$Administra1ve$Core$component$in#lieu#of$following$the$standard$
format.$Although$each$U54$Research$Center$is$expected$to$name$an$External$
Advisory$Commidee$upon$award,$please$do$not$name$specific$individuals$who$may$
comprise$the$commidee.$Naming$of$specific$individuals$may$hinder$the$ability$to$
convene$an$appropriate$NCI$review$panel.$
$
Note$that$the$Administra1ve$Core$budget$must$include$at$least$$50,000$per$year$for$
Center$pilot$projects.$Travel$of$Center$PD/PI$to$the$CSBC$Annual$Inves1gator$Mee1ng$
must$also$be$included$in$the$Administra1ve$Core$Budget.$
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The$Research$Strategy$sec1on$of$each$Research$Project$should$follow$the$standard$
format$as$required$in$the$SF424$(R&R)$Applica1on$Guide$(PHS$398$Research$Plan$
Form).$Within$the$standard$sub.sec1ons$outlined$in$the$instruc1ons,$address$the$
addi1onal$bullet$points$listed$in$the$FOA$(and$rephrased$briefly$here).$
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The$Research$Strategy$sec1on$of$each$Shared$Resource$Core$should$follow$the$
standard$format$as$required$in$the$SF424$(R&R)$Applica1on$Guide$(PHS$398$Research$
Plan$Form).$$
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The$Research$Strategy$sec1on$of$the$Outreach$Core$should$follow$the$standard$
format$as$required$in$the$SF424$(R&R)$Applica1on$Guide$(PHS$398$Research$Plan$
Form).$$
$
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The$overall$structure$of$the$Cancer$Systems$Biology$Consor1um$(CSBC)$and$Physical$Science.Oncology$
Network$(PS.ON):$
$
At$the$interface$of$the$CSBC$and$the$PS.ON$is$the$U24$CSBC/PS.ON$Coordina1ng$Center.$The$
Coordina1ng$Center$will$have$three$‘hubs’:$the$Resource$Coordina1ng$Hub,$the$Collabora1on$and$Pilot$
Project$Hub,$and$the$Outreach$Hub.$The$U24$Coordina1ng$Center$will$provide$opportuni1es$for$
interac1ons$between$the$CSBC$and$the$PS.ON.$Importantly,$the$U24$Coordina1ng$Center$budget$
includes$a$restricted$fund$for$CBSC$ini'ated$Pilot$Projects$(Red$Arrows).$These$funds$will$be$
distributed$ajer$review$by$the$CSBC$Steering$Commidee$and$the$NCI$to$promote$pilot$projects$within$
the$CSBC$or$between$the$CSBC$and$the$PS.ON.$On$this$diagram$those$projects$are$referred$to$
collec1vely$as$“CSBC$U24$Pilot$Project”.$
$
Within$each$CSBC$U54$Research$Center$there$must$be$at$least$$50K$annually$budgeted$for$“CSBC$U54$
Pilot$Projects”$(gray$arrows)$that$may$be$u1lized$to$promote$collabora1on$within$the$Center$or$
between$the$Center$and$an$outside$collaborator$(two$examples$illustrated;$one$between$a$U54$Center$
and$an$outside$organiza1on;$one$between$a$U54$Center$and$a$CSBC$U01$Research$Project).$$
$
An$annual$CSBC$Inves1gators$Mee1ng,$organized$by$the$U24$CSBC/PS.ON$Coordina1ng$Center,$will$
bring$together$CSBC$scien1sts$to$share$findings$and$build$collabora1ons.$While$the$mee1ng$will$be$
organized$by$the$U24$CSBC/PS.ON$Coordina1ng$Center$and$the$NCI$Program$Staff,$the$CSBC$U54$
Administra1ve$Core$budget$must$contain$funds$for$travel$of$the$Center$PD/PIs$(and,$op1onally,$others)$
to$the$Annual$Mee1ng.$
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For$more$informa1on$about$the$U24$CSBC/PS.ON$Coordina1ng$Center,$please$see$
the$slide$deck$for$the$RFA.CA.15.015$pre.applica1on$webinar.$
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Leders$of$intent$should$be$sent$via$email$to:$
$
Dan$Gallahan$
Dan.Gallahan@nih.gov$
$
Or$
$
Shannon$Hughes$
shannon.hughes@nih.gov$
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