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Today’s Talk

1. Leadership Updates

2. Budget and Funding

3. NCI Updates
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Thank You

John Carpten, PhD

City of Hope

Nilofer Azad, MD

Johns Hopkins University

Christopher Friese, PhD, RN

University of Michigan

Amy Heimberger, MD, PhD

Northwestern University

Ashani Weeraratna, PhD

Johns Hopkins University

Karen Winkfield, MD, PhD

Vanderbilt University
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NCI Leadership Update

Senthil K. Muthuswamy, PhD
Director, NCI Center for Cancer Research
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NCI Annual Plan & Professional Judgment Budget

▪ Read the new plan for FY 2028, 

released today: plan.cancer.gov

▪ Defines funding needed to pursue 

promising research

▪ Highlighted scientific opportunities: 

▪ Functional precision medicine

▪ Cell-based immunotherapies

▪ Pediatric cancer data

▪ Tumor atlases
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Where Are We Now?
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Cancer Research Training

▪ NCI remains committed to funding cancer research 

training, education, and career development

▪ NIH is consolidating and simplifying notices of funding 

opportunities (NOFOs) for cancer training to reduce 

administrative complexity

▪ Streamlined funding announcements will not reduce 

NCI’s overall investment in young investigators
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Childhood Cancer Awareness Month

▪ NIH Bio Genesis Mission – 

NCI contributing pediatric data 

to help unlock cures for 

childhood cancer through AI

▪ Sept. 17th – 17th Annual 

Childhood Cancer Summit

▪ Sept. 18th – Childhood 

Cancer Data Initiative (CCDI) 

Symposium

In person at Shady Grove 

and virtual

events.cancer.gov/nci/ccdi

symposium

https://events.cancer.gov/nci/ccdisymposium
https://events.cancer.gov/nci/ccdisymposium
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NCI Strategic Plan

▪ NCI-wide planning activity for the past year

▪ Presents a bold vision for how NCI can continue to lead the National 

Cancer Program

▪ Focused on four strategic goals: 

Advance foundational cancer 

research

Speed discovery-to-translation 

continuum

Achieve measurable 

improvements in cancer 

outcomes

Modernize and sustain the 

national cancer research 

ecosystem
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Bottom Line Blog Post: Guidance for Animal Models

▪ Published in early August

▪ Communicates guidance for 

studies using animal models:

▪ Include brief justification & 

describe the path to human 

translation

▪ Makes the review process 

more transparent, efficient, 

and predictable
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Functional Precision Medicine

▪ Matching the right drug to the 

right patient

▪ Precision in Practice 

Workshop – more than 1,000 

attendees

▪ White paper on key themes 

and next steps coming soon
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Human Cancer Models Initiative Milestone

▪ NCI-led Human Cancer 

Models Initiative published 

new data resource

▪ 665 next-gen models from 

2,780 donors in 25 cancer 

types

▪ Models retain molecular 

features, link to clinical info

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-10806-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-10806-y
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NCI Communications Are Active



cancer.gov cancer.gov/espanol

Thank You!

https://www.cancer.gov/
https://www.cancer.gov/espanol
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