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Recent Global Events Have Evoked Global Responses
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COVID-19 and Racial Disparities Threaten Cancer Control Everywhere

Kuderer et al, Lancet 2020

Mortality as a 
function of cancer 
type and status (A) 
and cancer type and 
therapy type (B). 
Composite outcome 
as a function of 
cancer type and 
status (C) and 
cancer type and 
therapy type (D).

Sharpless, Science 2020



4

ASCO Is a Longstanding and Important Partner for NCI Center for Global Health

• Annual Symposium for Global Cancer Research at the 
Consortium of Universities in Global Health Annual Meeting

• March 11, 2021 in Houston
• Dissemination of meeting content in JCO Global Oncology

• International Cancer Control Partnership (ICCP)

• 2018-19 Global Oncology Survey of NCI Designated Cancer 
Centers coordinated with ASCO Academic Global Oncology Task 
Force

• Dissemination in JCO Global Oncology

• International trainings
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https://www.cugh.org
https://www.cancer.gov/about-nci/organization/cgh/events

https://www.cugh.org/
https://www.cancer.gov/about-nci/organization/cgh/events
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Why We Wanted to Have this Virtual Meeting Today

Not lose 
momentum from 
the inaugural 
meeting last year

Retain focus on 
cancer as an urgent 
global public 
health problem

Reconnect with a 
community 
committed to 
addressing global 
cancer

Highlight 
maturation of 
global oncology as 
an academic 
discipline

Young investigators 
supported by ASCO 
Global YIAs

US-LMIC global 
oncology 
collaborations

Inform future 
meetings when we 
can meet in person
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National Cancer Institute

https://www.cancer.gov/about-nci/overview

Established by the National Cancer Institute 
Act of 1937 and in current form by the 
National Cancer Act of 1971

Leads, conducts, and supports cancer research 
across the nation to advance scientific 
knowledge and help all people live longer, 
healthier lives

FY20 Annual Budget: $6.25 billion

https://www.cancer.gov/about-nci/overview
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Why NCI Created the Center for Global Health

…we have recently established the NCI Center for 
Global Health, which will develop an appropriate 
research strategy to help incorporate cancer control 
into global health programs; foster relevant research 
activities throughout the NCI’s own extramural and 
intramural divisions; and work closely with the many 
potential collaborators who have displayed an interest 
in shared objectives.
Strikingly, many…questions are not only relevant to 
cancer in the developing world, they address 
problems that can be solved only by giving more 
attention to cancers in other parts of the globe.
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A Refreshed NCI Center for Global Health

Mission

CGH supports the NCI mission by advancing global cancer research, and by coordinating NCI 
engagement in global cancer control.
Vision

Reduce worldwide cancer suffering through global scientific discovery and dissemination.
Goals

• Support innovative, impactful research that addresses key scientific issues in global cancer 
control and/or leverages unique scientific opportunities afforded by global collaboration.

• Support global cancer research training, particularly in low- and middle-income countries, that 
enables impactful global scientific collaboration.

• Promote the integration of current scientific knowledge in global cancer control.

• Represent the NCI and promote its engagement with key partners in global cancer control. 
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NCI Global Portfolio (FY19)

37 Direct 
International 

Awards, 
0.5%

786 Foreign 
Component 

Awards, 
11.2%

6,168 
Domestic 
Awards, 
88.2%

Extramural

Intramural
NCI Intramural Division # Projects with Intl. Collaborators

Center for Cancer Research 216

Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics 93

Total 309
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Center for Global Health Portfolio (2011-2020)

• CGH has supported 192 grants, grant supplements, and research contracts with collaborators 
from 62 countries

• CGH has supported cancer research training for >150 individuals from >50 countries through the 
Division of Cancer Prevention Summer Curriculum, the Short-Term Scientist Exchange program, 
and co-funding through Fogarty training programs (D43, K43, and R25)

Type of Grant Program # of Grants (FY11-19)
CGH Portfolio (includes co-funding) 128
CGH Coordination of Trans-NIH/NCI Initiatives 64
Total 192
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Supporting Innovative, Impactful Global Cancer Research

• Affordable Cancer Technologies (ACTs) Program (Paul Pearlman) 
• Program to support translational research on adapting new point-of-

care technologies to address cancer in LMICs

• International Bilateral Programs (Paul Pearlman)
• Foster international collaboration with key partners on areas of mutual 

interest in Brazil, China, Russia, South Africa, Turkey

• Tobacco Cessation, HIV, and Comorbidities in LMICs (Mark Parascandola)
• New NCI U01 FOA will bring together transdisciplinary teams to adapt 

tobacco cessation interventions for people living with HIV in LMICs

• Dissemination and Implementation Science for Cancer Prevention and 
Control in Low-Resource Environments (Mark Parascandola; NOT-CA-20-
025)

• Supports implementation research related to cancer prevention and 
control in LMICs and in low-resource settings
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Supporting Global Cancer Research Training

Strengthening Institutional Capacity to Conduct Global Cancer Research (D43)
(Sudha Sivaram; RFA-CA-20-031 applications due 7/24/2020)

• Lack of global cancer research training support for US and LMIC scientists

• CGH has addressed through a dedicated global cancer research training 
program

• Developed with NCI Center for Cancer Training and Office of Cancer Centers

Short-Term Scientist Exchange Program (Vidya Vedham)

• Exchanges between non-US and NCI intramural scientists
NIH Support for Conferences and Scientific Meetings (R13; James Alaro)

Division of Cancer Prevention Summer Curriculum



14

Fostering Global Cancer Research at NCI-Designated Cancer Centers

• NCI recognizes 71 centers meeting rigorous standards for 
transdisciplinary, state-of-the-art research focused on cancer
• 33 Centers have a formal Global Oncology program
• 61 Centers reported >600 non-NIH-funded Global Oncology projects

• CGH has supported a series of grant supplements to encourage growth 
of Global Oncology as a scientific discipline at NDCCs:
• Administrative Supplement to Stimulate or Strengthen Global Cancer Health 

Disparities Research (2020; NOT-CA-20-032; James Alaro)
• Supplements to Promote Clinical Research Studies on Pediatric Burkitt Lymphoma 

in Low- and Middle-Income Countries (2016; PAR-16-086)
• Administrative Supplements to Promote Cancer Prevention and Control Research 

in Low and Middle Income Countries (2015; PAR-15-155)
• RFPs for Pilot Collaborations with LMICs in Global Cancer Research at NCI-

Designated Cancer Centers (2014; contract mechanism)

• CGH has worked with NCI Office of Cancer Centers to improve 
incorporation of global oncology into Cancer Center Support Grants
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Promoting Science-Based Global Cancer Control

Cancer Research and Control ECHO Program (Kalina 
Duncan & Mishka Cira)

• Virtual knowledge exchange and community of 
practice in cancer control

• Connects researchers to policy makers, planners, and 
implementers in LMICs

• Africa ECHO now led by Africa-based steering 
committee, the Kenyan Network of Cancer 
Organizations, and coordinated by CGH

• Cancer care in COVID-19 era series held in April-August

• CGH working with the International Cancer Control 
Partnership (ICCP) to launch an ECHO focused on 
implementing national cancer control plans in 2020
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Conclusions

HOLDING THIS MEETING DURING 
THIS TIME EMPHASIZES THE 
IMPORTANCE OF ACADEMIC 
GLOBAL ONCOLOGY AS AN 

EMERGING DISCIPLINE

THIS IS AN EXCITING TIME FOR 
GLOBAL HEALTH AT NCI WITH 
MANY ONGOING INITIATIVES 
AND NEW PROGRAMS UNDER 

DEVELOPMENT

WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP WITH 

ASCO AND ALL OF YOU TO 
SUPPORT CONTINUED GROWTH 

OF OUR FIELD



cancer.gov                 cancer.gov/espanol

satish.gopal@nih.gov
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