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NIH’s mission is to seek fundamental 
knowledge about the nature and behavior of 
living systems and the application of that 
knowledge to enhance health, lengthen life, 
and reduce the burdens of illness and 
disability.

• Intramural Research

• Extramural Research

National Institutes of Health’s Mission and Its Components



FOA Development at NCI: Overview of the Process  

 Concept: Scientific Research Area to Focus

 Approval: First tier of review (DOC Director, SPL, & BSA)

 Writing: Using the right template

 Review: Second tier of review (NCI DEA)

 Review: Third tier of review (NCI OGA & NIH Guide)

 Address Review Comments: Final tier of review (NIH Guide Quality Control)

 Publication: The Funding Opportunity is Announced to the Public 



Clinical Trial Not Allowed Clinical Trial RequiredClinical Trial Optional

FOA: Choosing the Right Mechanism from a Spectrum of Mechanisms  

Administrative Supplement
333

Career Development
K01, K99, ……

Construction
C06, UC6, ….

Electronic Complex
U54, P01, ….

Fellowship F31, F32, ….

Institutional 
R25

Research
R01, U01, ….

Small Business R42, R43, ….

Institutional Training
D43, T32, …..

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/funding_program.htm



Single 
Component
Rs, Fs, Ks, etc. 

Cooperative Agreement 
Substantial Programmatic Involvement

U mechanisms

Multi-Component
With OR Without 

Cooperative Agreement 

FOA: Choosing the Right Mechanism from a Spectrum of 
Mechanisms  



FOA: Choosing the Announcement Type  

 Program Announcement (PA)
o Parent PA: 

• Broad scientific areas issued by NIH OD/OER requesting “investigator-
initiated” or “unsolicited” applications

• Receipt Date(s): Standard
• Review: CSR
• Review Criteria: Standard NIH review criteria
• Note: Not all ICs participate in the Parent PAs

 Request For Application (RFA)
• Science: Well-defined scientific area to accomplish specific program objectives
• Fund: Set-aside fund (all participating ICs must commit funds) required.
• Receipt Date(s): Special; Single or Multiple
• Review: NCI
• Review Criteria: Standard NIH review criteria + FOA Specific 



FOA: Choosing the Announcement Type  

 Program Announcement (PA)
o PA with Set-aside funds (PAS)

• Science: Highlight areas of specific scientific interest
• Fund: Set-aside fund is required
• Receipt Date(s): Standard
• Review: CSR/NCI
• Review Criteria: Special review criteria not allowed 

o PA with special Receipt, Referral and/or Review (PAR)
• Science: A new or ongoing interest in a research area
• Fund: Set-aside fund is allowed but not required
• Receipt Date(s): Standard or Special
• Review: CSR/NCI
• Review Criteria: Standard NIH review criteria + FOA Specific 



Different Components of an FOA
Part 1. Overview Information - Participating ICs; Key Dates

Part 2. Full Text of the Announcement

Section I. Funding Opportunity Description – Science; Non-Responsive Applications

Section II. Award Information – Application Type; Fund Available; Award Budget & Period

Section III. Eligibility Information – Required Registration

Section IV. Application and Submission Information – LOI; Budget; Research Plan

Section V. Application Review Information – FOA Specific Review Criteria

Section VI. Award Administration Information – Cooperative Agreement - U mechanisms

Section VII. Agency Contacts – For additional questions specific to this FOA 

Section VIII. Other Information



Notice Of Special Interest (NOSI) 
• Two Types: Regular & Administrative Supplement

o Regular NOSI: 
 Scientific topics of interest that point to published FOA(s) to 

which applicants can apply using that FOA’s rules. 
 NOSIs don’t change the FOA rules.
 Only science is different than target FOA(s)

o Administrative Supplement:
 Used for supplemental fund (travel, program specific research, 

diversity) to active grants through NIH Parent Administrative 
Supplement PA

 Can modify Project period; Budget limits and allowable costs; Due 
dates; Eligibility; Page limits; Review process 

• Fund: Set aside fund not required
• Receipt Date(s): Special or follow the target FOA(s)
• Review: NCI Program (Admin Suppl) or Follow Target FOAs (Regular)

Special FOA: Notice Of Special Interest (NOSI)



Notices Related to Funding Opportunity Announcements  

 Notice of Information: Such as pre-application webinar

 Notice of Change: Such as change in ‘Key Date(s)’

 Notice of Intent to Publish: FOA will be published soon

 Notice of Policy: Any policy change related to FOAs

 Request for information: on an area of science from the research community



Subscribe to get notified: https://grants.nih.gov/funding/about-nih-guide-to-grants-and-contracts.htm

Connecting with NIH: Getting Notified About New FOAs



Search for NIH FOAs Starts Here
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html

Organizations

Activity Code

Type of Research

Type of FOAs

Date Range

Search Box



Know Before You Apply 
https://reporter.nih.gov/matchmakerMatchmaker

Enter abstracts/scientific text 

15,000 characters are permitted

Terms weighted by the frequency of 
appearance 

Automated & Confidential

Does not track and store text

Returns lists of similar projects/ 
program officials from RePORTER

Summarizes the projects by the 
program official, institute or center, 
review panel, and activity code. 



Which IC might be interested in your area of science?

Does your area of science fits into that IC’s mission and priorities?

Has your area of science (planned project) already been funded?

Is your project/science novel?

Have you decided on the right mechanism (fellowship/career development/research…) & activity 
code (F, K, R…)?

Have you read carefully different sections (‘Participating ICs’, ‘Key Dates’, ‘Funding Opportunity 
Description’, Award Information, Eligibility, Submission Requirements, Review Criteria, Award 
Administration, Agency Contacts) of the FOA.

NIH funding is very competitive: https://report.nih.gov/funding/nih-budget-and-spending-data-past-fiscal-years/success-rates

Important Questions to Ask Before Applying  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Success rate for new research projects is about 19% 



Early Stage Investigator (ESI)

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/early-stage/index.htm

An investigator who has not 
previously competed successfully for 
substantial, independent funding from 
NIH.

NIH Institutes and Centers (ICs) fund 
New Investigators according to the 
ICs' programmatic and strategic 
interests.

New Investigator

If your status is incorrect, please 
contact the NIH eRA Service Desk.

https://grants.nih.gov/support/index.html


Resources: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.html

How to Apply

https://public.csr.nih.gov/ForApplicants/PlanningAndWriting



Finding the Correct Set of Forms
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/format-and-write/find-forms.htm

• Each funding opportunity has its own unique set of application forms. 

• Once you have identified a funding opportunity of interest, you must use one of 
these submission options to access, prepare and submit the forms needed to apply.

o ASSIST
o Institutional Solutions (System-to-System, S2S)
o Grants.gov Workspace(not available for complex, multi-project applications)

• Check with your administrative officials before choosing how you will submit.

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html#/
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/prepare-to-apply-and-register/submission-options.htm
https://public.era.nih.gov/assist/public/login.era?TARGET=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.era.nih.gov%2Fassist%2F
https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/login.faces


Identify a Study Section
https://art.csr.nih.gov/ART



Request a Study Section for Your Application
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-f/general/g.600-phs-assignment-request-form.htm

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-f/general/g.600-phs-assignment-request-form.htm


Track Your Application
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/submission-process/submit-track-view.htm



Application Review & Funding Process at NIH/NCI
 Submitted Applications

 Division of Receipt and Referral (DRR)
Center for Scientific Review (CSR)

 Assigned to Institute/Center
1. Level I Review: Peer-review

Scientific Review Officer (SRO): CSR or NCI

• Reviewer Recruitment
• Applications Assigned to Reviewers
• Reviewers Meet, Discuss, & Score
• Score Released
• Summary Statement Released

2. Level II Review: Council/Board Review

Program Officials: NCI
• Overall Impact Scores, 
• Percentile Rankings
• Summary Statements 
• NCI Priorities

National Cancer Advisory Board (NCAB)

Grant-Funding Plan

access to 
• Applications
• Summary Statements

 Final funding decisions: NCI Director – with staff and Advisory Council/Board advice



Next - NCI OGA presentation
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