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Clinical Research at the NCI
Why I love working at the Disneyland of Clinical Research
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Two Institutes, One Fellowship
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Fellowship Program
11 ACGME Fellows per Year



Some of our current 
fellows

Dr. Princess Mark-Adjeli

Dr. Bisi Lawal

Dr. Nirmal Choradia

Dr. Thomas Odeny

Dr. Jamie Hur

Dr. Krithika Shanmugasundaram
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NIH Hematology Oncology Fellowship
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36%

10%

10%

6%

Where Recent Alumni Are 
Employed

NIH

Academia

Private Practice

Industry

Regulatory
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Career Paths for Clinical Researchers – PEIP 

Physician-Scientist Early Investigator Program 
(PEIP) – 3 Year, Pre-Tenure Track Position
• Assigned dedicated space, provided with an 

independent budget including travel and training funds, 
and given access to an extensive infrastructure​

• Program participants must develop a research proposal 
within the first six months in collaboration with a mentor, 
participate in a course focusing on writing cancer grant 
applications, and participate in an NIH leadership 
course.

• Participants have the option to apply for an NIH Career 
Development Award (K mechanism) and complete the 
courses Introduction to the Principles and Practice of 
Clinical Research, Principles of Clinical Pharmacology, 
and Ethical and Regulatory Aspects of Clinical 
Research.

https://ocr.od.nih.gov/courses/ippcr.html
http://www.cc.nih.gov/training/training/ippcr.html
https://ocr.od.nih.gov/courses/principles-clinical-pharmacology.html
http://bioethics.nih.gov/courses/index.shtml
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Career Paths for Clinical Researchers – Staff Clinician

 Assistant Research Physician​

 Associate Research Physician​

 Senior Clinician

Dr. Fatima Karzai

Dr. Jennifer Brudno

Dr. Jason RedmanDr. Christopher Pleyer Dr. Rosa Nadal Rios

Dr. Lekha Mikkilineni
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One path to becoming a clinical researcher

Bachelor of Arts

Medical School

Internal Medicine 
Residency

Fellowship

Faculty

Dr. Yolanda Cruz

Dr. Eric Houpt
Dr. Rita Nanda

Masters in Global 
Public Health

Dr. Thomas Uldrick
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The story of pomalidomide in Kaposi sarcoma
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The story of pomalidomide in Kaposi sarcoma
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The story of pomalidomide in Kaposi sarcoma

Journal of Clinical Oncology 2000 Jul;18(13):2593-602

Blood (2011) 118 (11): 2970–2975
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The story of pomalidomide in Kaposi sarcoma

Dr. Mark Polizzotto Dr. Thomas Uldrick
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The story of pomalidomide in Kaposi sarcoma
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The story of pomalidomide in Kaposi sarcoma
Pomalidomide combined with chemotherapy…

Immunomodulatory agents for new virus-driven cancers…Novel combination immunotherapy approaches…

Dr. Thomas Uldrick Dr. Ramya Ramaswami
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The story of pomalidomide in Kaposi sarcoma
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The HIV and AIDS Malignancy Branch
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If I can be helpful to you in any way, please contact me!

email: kathryn.lurain@nih.gov
cell: 301-250-5156

The HIV and AIDS 
Malignancy Branch 



ccr.cancer.gov
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