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& NCI Office of the Director
= Strategic pianning and direction

= Budget and administration Advisory Boards and Groups

Examples of responsibilities

= Program/science evaluation
= Special programs = Evaluate science

=  Second-level review
= Make recommendations

Extramural Research

= Grant funding and management
= Develops new programs

= Portfolio analysis

= Review of grants

Intramural Research
» | aboratory Studies
=  (Clinical Studies
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NCI Division of Cancer Biology (DCB)

FY25 Progress in Advancing Basic Cancer Research

The Division of Cancer Biology (DCB)
supports basic research in all areas of
cancer biology at academic institutions
and research foundations across the
United States. As part of the National
Cancer Institute, DCB provides funding
for research that investigates the basic
biology behind cancer.

DCB enables basic cancer biology studies and collaboration
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pp dbyD(B that promote
ciplinary team science
dnving discovery in cancer researc

DCB supports basic cancer researchers, including new and early-stage investigators
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DCB Organization

Cancer Cell Biology
Branch

Chief:
Rihab Yassin, Ph.D.

Biophysics,
Bioengineering, and
Comp Sciences Branch
Chief:

Jennifer Couch, Ph.D.

Office of the Director
Director:
Daniel Gallahan, Ph.D.

Deputy Director (acting):
Sean Hanlon, Ph.D.

Cancer Immunology,
Hematology and
Etiology Branch

Chief:
Kevin Howcroft, Ph.D.

Tumor Biology and
Microenvironment
Branch
Chief:

Jeff Hildesheim, Ph.D.
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DNA and Chromosome
Aberrations Branch

Chief:
lan Fingerman, Ph.D.

Tumor Metastasis
Branch

Chief:
Joanna Watson, Ph.D.
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Key Points of Contact i 0

Investigator, Institution
NCI Program Director

Investigator,

NCI Program Director, NCI Program Director

Grants Management | Could take

Al Manage Find
Specialist e R Opportunity 8+ months

Grants Management ~ ‘
. Make Award
Specialist Months 9-10

Investigator, Institution

. . . . Review Re?eive and
Scientific Review Officers (QEISINITEENW IO o Scientific Review Officers

H Months 4-8 Months 1-3 . e .
Peer Reviewers . Institute  Division ~ NCI Program Director
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NOFOQOs for
Applications
Unsolicited/ / \
Investigator- NIH Solicited
. J Initiated (PAS) 'Y /
v \ PO 6 lr \
R21
R15 \

R21
PA = Program Announcement;
PAR = Program Announcement with Special Receipt, Referral, or Review;
PAS = PA with set-aside funds;
RFA = Request for Applications (set-aside funds).




DCB Portfolio

Usually 5 years of funding

Can be investigator-initiated or
submitted in response to a NOFO
Requires substantial preliminary data
No payline

W
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K99/R00
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= | et the research plan dictate the mechanism

o How large is the project?

o What resources does it require — funds, equipment, collaborations, new
technologies?

o Are the preliminary data strong and sufficient for the grant mechanism of
interest?

= Search currently active NOFOs

= Reach out to your program officer or use MATCHMAKER to identify a
program director
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P01 Research Program Project Grant

Usually, 3 or 4 research projects on a common theme and contributing
to overall research objectives; synergy is the key

Has an Admin Core plus usually one or more Shared Resource Cores

Pls, Project Leaders, and Core Leaders all expected to have
independent research funding and a track record of leadership

Reach out to a program officer for guidance
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R21 Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant

= 2-year grants

= Often high-risk high reward

= Preliminary data optional, but desired . (

= Not renewable . They are easier to < funded than

= NCI Participation: NOT-CA-25-118 RO1s

= They are 4 good way to devclop
prelirninary data

R03 NIH Small Grant

= Up to 2 years; up to $50K direct costs per year

= For NCI, usually in response to an omnibus R03 NOFO

= Designed for small, self-contained research projects, pilot or feasibility studies,
secondary analysis of existing data, or development of research methodology or
new technology

= Not renewable
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What are Cooperative Agreement Awards?

U Mechanism = Cooperative Agreement Award

A cooperative agreement is a funding mechanism used for high-priority
research areas that require substantial involvement from NIH scientific staff.

Significant collaborative aspects (i.e., regular meetings, sharing of data,
protocols, ideas, development of trans-consortium collaborative projects, etc.).

Requires substantial time commitment from investigators beyond research
time.

A team science approach.

Institute may or may not set aside funds upfront (RFA vs. PAR).

RFA Example
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CANCER SYSTEMS C D

BIOLOGY CONSORTIUM - %

NP,
@ ARTNet

Diet
Lipid metabolism
Tumor growth & progression

Program

METABOLIC DYSREGULATION
AND CANCER RISK PROGRAM

ATransdisciplinary Approach to
Obesity-Associated Cancer Research)

e .O'ﬁco-A‘gi'ng
. 1Consortium
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DATA COMMON KEY FEATURES

Commons (GDC)

A cloud-based data science infrastructure that —

- - - » (i e o v s s .
comprehensive, and expanding collection of @ (
cancer research data. e o e i

p rOV|d eS Secu re access to a Ia rge , ineluding WGS, WXS, RNAseq, miRNA-seq, scRNAseq,
derived data), and hosts both open and controlled access
Users can explore and use analytical and | e e

. . . . . == Proteomic Data proteomic data. The PDC portal supports online data
Vlsual Izatlon tOOIS for data anaIySIS In the Cloud ] ., N Commons (PDC) exploration and visualization. All data (both raw and
derived data) are open access.
The NCI CRDC InC|UdeS Several data Commons. The IDC houses and shares de-identified imaging data,
) Imaging Data including both radiology and pathology slide images. All
=2, Commons (IDC) images are harmonized using DICOM standards. All data in
the IDC are open access.
Data Seven Bridges . The ICDC houses and shares data from the veterinary
) . . g Integrated Canine records of pet dogs that naturally developed tumors. Key
Submission Cancer Genomics Data Commons data types include WXS, WGS, RNA-Seq, and DNA
Pﬂl'till CIDUd {SHECI (IcDC) Methylation. All data (including raw sequence data) are

open access.

The GC houses and shares data that are not a match for

v 7

Cancer Data Data Commons General Commons other CRDC Data Commons. Data go through quality
DC (GC) control (QC) but are not harmonized. The GC includes both
f‘;:gg:;gatm Fram ork t 'F] open and controlled access data.
° Clinical and The CTDC houses and shares clinical, biospecimen, and
-.... Translational Data molecular characterization data from clinical trials and

ContaCt N C I CRDC@ mall nlh qov Commons (CTDC) other studies. All CTDC data are controlled access.



mailto:NCICRDC@mail.nih.gov

= s AACR ey
NIH Support Toward Cancer Training \{ Annual Meeting

AACR.ORG/AACR2026 | #AACR26

POSTDOCTORAL EARLY CAREER ESTABLISHED

INVESTIGATOR INVESTIGATOR
K01, K08, K25, K32
F30, F31, Ea’rly K’99/R(')0" ' K01, K08, K12-*', K25,
A ! -PI -PI
and F99/K00 and K99/R00" K25, and K43 R25*, and T32
Fellowship (F) awards Career Development (K) Early career researchers Institutional awards
are designed to train awards are designed to are advancing to support training of
predoctoral researchers. prepare postdoctoral independent academic predoctoral and
researchers for research appointments. postdoctoral
independence. researchers, including
clinical scholars.
Key F=Fellowship Loan Repayment Programs (LRPs)
K = Career Development

R = Research

T =Training

A = NIH intramural postdocs are eligible to apply

-PI = The principal investigator of the application must be an established investigator Ca nCEI'.gOV
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NIH Director’s Statement of NIH Priorities NIH Highlighted Topics
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