
 
 

            
 Division of Cancer Biology 

19th Annual New Grantee Workshop 
 

AGENDA 
 

NCI Shady Grove  
9609 Medical Center Drive 

Room TE406/408/410 - Terrace Level 
Rockville, MD  20850 

   
7:30 – 8:25 AM Check-In at Welcome Desk   
 
8:25 – 8:45           Welcome to the New Grantee Workshop 

Joanna Watson, Ph.D. 
Tumor Metastasis and Cancer Cell Biology Branches 
Division of Cancer Biology 

  
Dan Gallahan, Ph.D.   
Acting Director 
Division of Cancer Biology 
National Cancer Institute 
 
Dinah Singer, Ph.D. 
Deputy Director 
National Cancer Institute 
 
 

8:45 – 9:00                 Icebreaker – discussions at tables 
                              
9:00 – 10:20 Session I – The NCI and Your New Investigator Grant 

Moderator: Konstantin Salnikow, Ph.D. 
Cancer Cell Biology Branch  
Division of Cancer Biology 

 
9:00 -- 9:15 Introduction to the NIH Grants System and DCB 
   Ian Fingerman, Ph.D.  

DNA and Chromosome Aberrations Branch 
Division of Cancer Biology 
 

9:15 – 9:30 NCI Budget Processes – How is Grant Funding Policy Made? 
Tenille McCatty 
Deputy Director 
Office of Extramural Finance and Information Analysis 

 



 
 

9:30 – 9:45 Communicating with Your NCI Program Director:  
                                       It’s a Two-Way Street 

Susan McCarthy, Ph.D. 
Cancer Immunology, Hematology, and Etiology Branch 
Division of Cancer Biology 
 

9:45 – 10:05  Post-Award Administration (Funding) of Your NCI Grant 
Dawn Mitchum 
Supervisory Team Lead  
Office of Grants Administration           

 
10:05 – 10:20             Panel Discussion I: All Invited Participants and NCI Staff 
 
10:20 – 10:35           Break – On your own  
 
10:35 – 11:50            Session II – Expanding Your Interactions with NCI 
   Moderator: Elizabeth Woodhouse, Ph.D. 

Tumor Biology and Microenvironment Branch 
Division of Cancer Biology      
 

10:35 – 10:50 DCB/NCI Outreach Activities 
Shannon Hughes, Ph.D. 
Tumor Metastasis Branch 
Division of Cancer Biology 
 

10:50 – 11:05             DCB/NCI Research Resources  
Chamelli Jhappan, Ph.D. 
Cancer Immunology, Hematology, and Etiology Branch 
Division of Cancer Biology 

 
11:05 – 11:20             Awards to Support Trainees 

Michael Schmidt, Ph.D. 
Cancer Training Branch 
Center for Cancer Training 
 

11:20 – 11:35  Cancer Health Disparities Research 
                                        and Diversity Training Opportunities 
                                    Alison Lin, Ph.D. 

 Diversity Training Branch 
 Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities                              
       

11:35– 11:50  Panel Discussion II: All Invited Participants and NCI Staff    
            
 
11:50 – 12:00 pm  NCI Director’s Message 
   Ned Sharpless 
   Director 
   National Cancer Institute 
 
 
12:00 – 1:15 pm Lunch - On your own  
 
 



 
 

 
 
12:55 - 1:15  Special Session for R37 Awardees – Information and Requirements 
   Nas Zahir, Ph.D.    Amy Bartosch 
   Structural Biology &    Branch Chief 
   Molecular Applications Branch  Office of Grants Administration 
   Division of Cancer Biology                            
 
 
1:15 – 3:15 Session III – The Path to “Mid-Career” 

Moderator: Lillian Kuo, Ph.D. 
Cancer Immunology, Hematology, and Etiology Branch 
Division of Cancer Biology 
      

1:15 – 1:35 Now You Have Your First R01 – What’s Next? 
 Joanna Watson, Ph.D. 
 Tumor Metastasis and Cancer Cell Biology Branches 

Division of Cancer Biology     
  

1:35 – 1:40                 Introduction of Featured Early/Mid-Career PI Speaker 
Neeraja Sathyamoorthy, Ph.D. 
Tumor Biology and Microenvironment Branch 
Division of Cancer Biology     
 

1:40 – 2:15 Early/Mid-Career Grant/Funding Strategies 
Pankaj Singh, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Eppley Institute 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
    

2:15 – 2:35                 NIH Review: Life as an Established Investigator and Reviewer 
Sharon Gubanich, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
Division of Receipt and Referral 
Center for Scientific Review, NIH 

                                  
2:35 – 3:15                 Panel Discussion III: All Invited Participants and NCI/NIH Staff    
 
                                                                 
3:15 – 3:25                Break – On your own 
 
 
3:30 – 4:45  Scientific Branch Meetings of Grantees with NCI Staff 

Discussion of participants’ scientific research areas, plus additional 
questions arising from the prior sessions as needed; 
simultaneous group meetings 
                               
 

4:45 PM  Workshop Adjourns                              


