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Housekeeping

• Webinar will be recorded
• Recording posted to: 

https://www.cancer.gov/grants-
training/training/idwb/cancer-research-
interns-programs

• Submit questions via chat

• Closed captioning available

• For audio/visual support:
• Direct message Preston Gass via chat

• Contact via phone (240) 276-6653

Chat Closed Captioning

Icons in WebEx window

https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/training/idwb/cancer-research-interns-programs
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/training/idwb/cancer-research-interns-programs
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/training/idwb/cancer-research-interns-programs


Overview

1. Who We Are

 The National Institutes of Health (NIH)

 The National Cancer Institute (NCI)

2. What We Do

 Cancer Research with a Purpose

 Expanding the Cancer Research 
Workforce

3. How We Do It

 The Cancer Research Interns (CRI) 
Summer Program

 Additional Resources

 How to Apply

4. Time for Questions



Who We Are
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and 

National Cancer Institute (NCI)



 Mission:
 Seek fundamental knowledge 

about the nature and behavior of 
living systems and the application 
of that knowledge to enhance 
health, lengthen life, and reduce 
illness and disability

 ~75% of budget provides 
extramural grant funding

 Intramural = NIH onsite research



27 INSTITUTES & CENTERS

= Extramural Only

CSR

NIGMS

FIC

NCI



 Government’s principal agency for cancer research and training
 Advancing scientific knowledge to help all people live longer, 

healthier lives
 3 campuses:

NIH Main Campus
Bethesda, MD

Shady Grove
Rockville, MD

Frederick National Laboratory 
for Cancer Research 

Frederick, MD



What We Do
Cancer Research with a Purpose and 

Expanding the Cancer Research Workforce



Overview of What We Do at NCI

Fund and support cancer research institutions 
and scientists

Conduct cutting-edge research on cancer 
causes, treatments, and prevention

Train next generation of cancer researchers

Inform and educate about cancer



Cancer Research with a Purpose

 Pursue most important problems
 Take risks
 Tackle difficult problems requiring longer time window
 Share developed technology widely
 Research full spectrum from basic science to patient care



Addressing Cancer Health Disparities & Expanding the Cancer 
Research Workforce

Enhancing Research to 
Address Cancer Health 

Disparities

Ensuring Diversity of 
Thought and 

Background in the 
Cancer Research 

Workforce

Promoting an Inclusive 
and Equitable 

Community at NCI



Why Train at NCI



How We Do It
The Cancer Research Internship (CRI) 

Summer Program, 
Additional Resources,

and How to Apply



Pathways to Obtaining a Training Opportunity at NCI



The Cancer Research Internship 
(CRI) Summer Program

What It Is and Why You Should Do It



Cancer Research Interns (CRI) Summer Program  

 Up to 12-week paid internship to conduct research at NCI

 No prior research experience necessary

 Competitive stipend, based on education level and 
experience
 For details, see: https://www.cancer.gov/grants-

training/training/at-nci/crta/2023crta-manual.pdf

 Travel support (for financially eligible)

 Cohort based program 

 Additional career and professional development provided

https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/training/at-nci/crta/2023crta-manual.pdf
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/training/at-nci/crta/2023crta-manual.pdf


Why Choose CRI for a Summer Internship?

 Conduct research with the nation's best

 Participate in summer intensives, 
preparing for college or 
graduate/professional school, wellness 
activities, and more!

 Present at the NIH Summer Poster Day

 Meet students from across the U.S.

 Join program Est. 2004 with more than 
400 alumni



“My summer research internship at the NCI was a transformative experience. 
I gained practical skills […] that have been invaluable in my academic journey. 

I also gained an incredible network comprised of researchers and mentors, 
who provided me with crucial guidance and opened doors for future 

opportunities.”
—

Brittni Moore, Former CRI participant



“I benefitted greatly from working in the lab both in terms of tangible bench 
skills and making very valuable connections…. I feel like everyone here is 
looking out for my success and happy to help me figure out my interests 

and hone my skills.”
—

Ons Mrad Bouali, Former CRI participant



Available Resources

 Mental health and well-being

 Career exploration

 Professional skill development

 Networking and community building



How to Apply



Two Separate Application Websites: Apply by January 22, 2024
#1: NCI CRI Application
(https://trainatnci.cancer.gov/)

#2: NIH SIP Application
(https://www.training.nih.gov/research-
training/pb/sip/)

https://trainatnci.cancer.gov/
https://www.training.nih.gov/research-training/pb/sip/
https://www.training.nih.gov/research-training/pb/sip/


How to Apply – Login.gov



Eligibility Criteria for the CRI Summer Program

U.S. citizen or permanent resident

18 years or older

Full-time student with cancer-
related research interest

GPA 3.0 or higher

Pass federal background check



Application Materials – Information to Provide on Train at NCI
 Apply by January 22, 2024
 Provide on Train at NCI:
 Basic Information – name, 

contact info, citizenship, etc.
 Demographic Information –

sex, race, ethnicity
 Education – degrees 

awarded or expected
 Research Interests



How to Apply – Two Documents to Upload on Train at NCI

 Apply by January 22, 2024
 Upload to Train at NCI:
 Diversity Statement 250 words or less
 Financial Eligibility Statement (if applicable)



Application Materials – Information for NIH SIP Application

 Apply by January 22, 2024
 Documents to upload to NIH 

SIP Application:
 Resume or Curriculum Vitae 

(CV)

 List of coursework and grades

 Cover letter 

 References – names and 
contact info for two references

For questions:
https://www.training.nih.gov/faqs/#using
-the-application-center
Contact sip@nih.gov 

https://www.training.nih.gov/faqs/#using-the-application-center
https://www.training.nih.gov/faqs/#using-the-application-center
mailto:sip@nih.gov


Upcoming Webinar and Q&A for the NIH SIP

Thursday, January 4, 2024 3-4pm ET
Contact sip@nih.gov 
for questions

Register here: 
https://www.training.ni
h.gov/events/attnihsip-
010424/

mailto:sip@nih.gov
https://www.training.nih.gov/events/attnihsip-010424/
https://www.training.nih.gov/events/attnihsip-010424/
https://www.training.nih.gov/events/attnihsip-010424/


Summary – Two Applications Due January 22, 2024
#1: NCI CRI Application
(https://trainatnci.cancer.gov/)

#2: NIH SIP Application
(https://www.training.nih.gov/research-training/pb/sip/)

https://trainatnci.cancer.gov/
https://www.training.nih.gov/research-training/pb/sip/


Selection Process Timeline

Feb.
• Selection committee evaluates application materials

Mar. 1st
• Notification of selection decision

Mar.
• Interviews for selected candidates

Apr. 1st
• Notification of acceptance



Subscribe here: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/
accounts/USNIHNCI/subscriber
/new?topic_id=USNIHNCI_264 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNIHNCI/subscriber/new?topic_id=USNIHNCI_264
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNIHNCI/subscriber/new?topic_id=USNIHNCI_264
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNIHNCI/subscriber/new?topic_id=USNIHNCI_264


www.cancer.gov www.cancer.gov/espanol

ncicri@nih.gov

mailto:ncicri@nih.gov
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